
Changes in food pagram d feed mare of the world'smol?~rished 

What is p r inapdv in contcntion 
arc the T d c  1' program, which 

V- form over half of PL-480. Under 

A DEBATE gone unnoliccd 
in the prtu.  yet one v i d y  
imp on an^ dcah with the 

future of the PL480 program. 
the US f d  axsuuncc progrun. 
The image of food w i u l n c c  is 
feeding the hungry. But most of 
the program h far from doing 
IhaL 

Most of the prognm is a h  far 
from promoring food ucurity. 
which is the dcvcloprncnt aim of 
the prognm. lhii h apccially for 

X d c  1, the US government pro- 
v i d e  food commodicia to devel- 
oping c w n u y  governmenu by 
extending them long-term low in- 
ter& loanr. 

The counuy government then 
d s  food to those who can d o r d  
to pay (meaning malnourished 
people m i v c  a s d  prrcencage 
of food) and uxl the currency& 
rained for iu own purposes, s u b  
jm to ccruin condiwns imposed 
by the US govcrnmcnr The con- 
ditions arc supposed to promote 
food ucurity. 

the mest 'food hcrurc '  - the 
over 350 million malnwrLhcd 
pcoplc in the world. induding 
150 million children. 

To add- the major p m b  
kmr. two of the three congra-  
venal comrmttm with juridic- 
rjon - the HOW Foragn f i n  
Comrmuee and the Scnatc Agn- 
cul~urr Committee - have pro- 
po4ed thc greater h a n g a  in the 
program s ine  is inception. One 
kcv changc b opposed by the ad- 
rni'nisuauon. and has not been 
adopted by the third committee. 
thc Houx Agriculfurc Commit- 
tee. Thus thc fate of the h a n g a  
rcrminr undcar as the Housc and 
Scnatc b c p  considenuon of the 
h bilk. induding PL-480. 

The emergency feeding pro- 
grunr. about 16 pcrccnt of chc 
p r m  arc not & contcntion. 

grun. which indudc promoting 
camomic dcvdopmcnt. US for- 
eign poky objcctjvs and mu- 
kcu for US agricultud @-. 
have r u u l v d  in a rlow and incf- 
fmual  b u r a u c m k  p m a r .  Ma- 
jor and m y  minor decisions arc 
.made by a food aid commiuce 
comprised d the Agency for In- 
t cmt iond  Dcvdopmcnt. OMB. 
and the Depuvnenu of Agricul- 
turc. State. and T m u r y .  

The third and moa fun&- 
m e n d  criricLm is that the PL- 
4 8 0  progrun. aside from the 
emergency feeding progrun m d  
some orher 7 i d c  2' progruns, 
a u l d  bc doing much more to 
prcvcnt malnuuirion In p a n  this 
is a funccion of c o n c m  d r a d y  . 
mentioned: Politicr. n a  p r e e n -  
tion. tends to gwcrn much of the 
Ill-tion. A cumbermmu admin- 
ismtion impcda chc n a  very 
easy task of prcvcnting rmlnuui- 
tion. 

There arc other p d -  Dc- 
veloping counuy -mu 
are mainly i n t c n s d  m ob- 
faking much needed gwan- 

mcit  revenue LhroUgh the 

ni6antfy k~ inter- 
? in 6ndi11g wys to  bendit 

rmlnou&e;l people - 
t y p i d v  kU influential . &tiailv. within the 
AID, P L ~ S O  in  genet^ 
and the food security of 
malnourished people in 
p a n i c u k  have u r f f e d  
From what a n  charitably 
bc d a n i i  u 'benign 

T h e  arc at lcba three rmjor 
aiticism of the progr;lm. 
F m  h e  dcveloprnend dim- 

uon of the program has been 
usurped to a g r a  exunr by 
politial concernr In 1989. the 
top 10 counuies raaving food 
vsiuana (in order) were 4 - p ~  
India. Bangladesh. ~~ M o -  
n m o .  Afghanhn, El Salvador, 
Sudan. Jamaica. and Sri  hka 

The fowl alloution kvck of 
only h r r c  coun&. India. 
Bangladah, and Sri I;rn)u. did 
noc xun to k m g i y  influ- 
enced by poi~tial  coruidcndoru. 
Egypt and El &hador. for cx- 
ample. receive Lr more a d  per 
capiu chan &ca and Asia. where 
malnuuirion h hr mom prcva- 
k n ~  

T h e  second uitidvn is that the 
multiple objecriva of the pro- 

ncglm'  For e u m p l c  &e 

r: PL-480 progr+m has only 
, , one nuuiriooirc - who 

docsdt even work as a num- 
tionin but as an w d  pro- 

gram c n l u t o r .  The avenge 
vhod dinria spends more on  

n u u i t i o n k  than the S 1.4 billion 
PL4BO progrun Moreova-, 
there is no rubsunthe link bc- 
tween the AID numuon d a n d  
the prinapal nuuition m u r c e  
of the US governmeor. the PL- 
4 8 0  p r o g r u n  

W e v c e n v r i n  a n e w m  PL- 
480, which once of sur- 
plus amps, now h a  ta buy food 
on the open market with real 
money. We have to decide: Are we 
gcuin our money's wonhi  And 
a s c d j - w u m - u c d d .  
it will bc mom poss l i  dun ever 
for the nadonr of the world to 
unite to d v c  ma' r world 
prob~cmr. WM will C a p t  
contribution to worid peace. 
There h no morc urgent probkm 
than world hunger. and there is 
no p m g n m  ha[ a n  or  should 
make a biggcr diffmnce in re- 
dudng worid hunger than a d- 
r e a d  PL480. 


