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Are we abandoning ordinary 

people? 
We are. Our government is do'q it in our 

name. 
Unfortlrnately, that is what this issue of 

Hunger Noses is about 
Ordhrypeqlearepoorandltaeylivein 

the rest of the world Ordinary is poor, and so 
ordin;ny people live in the United States too. 
They're p r .  It's not a disgrace, it's much 
more a Won of whaP, and in what st- 
weareborn IfyouweactominBangladesh 
of parents who were (landless) agricultural 
laborers, you'd almost certainly be poor too, 
mrnatterhow~caY,greatyouoryour 
parentswere. Andifyouwereblackandborn 
m certain parts of Washington, D.C, dim. 

Those of us who read Hmger Noses like 
to think of ourselves as common folk, but 
we're not. We're way up &re m the income 
distriition Anybody who is below h e  90th 
petcentile of world income who is Rading lhis 
please write in. And if you are in Congress 
ardthinkyouarebelowthe90thpercentile- 
ttbe answer is no. 

The foreign policy of the United States is 
nddJustedtothemodemworld 

It is fighting the last war, the Cold War. 
W h a t c o ~ t h e ~ ~ ~ U a n d u s , i s n d  

thesame. AndindeedtheColdWarmmis- 
taken on ppfourrl levels while it was happen- 
ing. 

'bus, our M g n  policy is not functional. 
It has an almost total lack of understand- 

mg of h e  saength of ordinrlry people. It lacks 
both an i n t e 1 1 d  and moral understanding 
of ordinary people. It lacks the human and 
fimancial axnmibnau that we must make to 
tfiem 

At the level of the U.S. House of 
Represen~Aves and Senate-judging by bills 
~andsomeman ' l l lh lnotye€passed-  
Congress, and our foreign policy, has a vay 
inadequate notion of ordinary people a allies. 
Officially, Congress m i d m  assistance to 
people who are poor in the world as charity- 
humanitarian assistdnce which it is unfiortu- 
nately necesszny to cut substantiany, given our 
M g e t d e f i c i t . W h a t ~ t h e ~ o r l d i s n o t  

so much about ourselves. It is about the p p b  
lems that a clear majority of tk world faces. 
Poverty, he harm to the human polential that 
brings. and being harmed by others. It is a 
major failing that our absorption with our- 
selves keeps us from seeing that the major 
ppblems of he world-the pblems we have 
to contribute to solving- are no2 narrowly 
qmkbg, our problems. 

Neither does Congress or U.S. foreign 
p o l i c y h a v e a n ~ o f t h e ~  
ofgoodness,justiceandfaimessinthe~~~ld 
These are incredibly powerful ideas for a 
number of m m  I mention a few. 

They are values that enable us to live in 
peace, not spend large amounts of resources 
d e f m g  ollrselves from other people, engage 
in the productive creation and exchange of 
ideas and g@ and-& but nd least- enjoy 
tk simple human pleasures of life. 

They are values held by a large number of 
people- a substantial majority of people, I 
thinkWe~Ihesevalues,andarewiIling 
tosacrificeforthem Theyarevaluesthatae- 
aktiesthatbiiIhaventtheardcnepresk 
tial mdidate address axr relatiom with people 
in developing c o d ,  l a  alone arkiress h e  
power of Ihese vatues. 

Tosummarize-IQnotthinkthatIam 
repeating what the McLaugNin Group and 
other hyperactive forums for "policy debates" 
have said-- he US. at tk foreign policy level 
lacks undersl;olding of h e  problems of ordi- 
nary people, their value as allies, and the 
power of justice, ki&ess and human mdx- 
stding. 

Theseaemapraitidsmsl 
'Ibis is what this issue of Hunger Notes is 

about 
The pblem of poor people is that they 

are poor- mlly poor- with the limitation of 
human happiness and possibility that such 
p o v q  means. They are also being harmed 
byolhen. 

Webeginwihhmbyothe~sbecamit 
canmakehenews.andthatisheenUypoint 
of he U.S. psyche into foreign affairs. 

The article by Steven Hansch of the 
Refugee Policy Group p o h  out he startling 
growth of humanitarian emergencies caused 

by amflict- 21 in developing counbies, wih 
others in Bosnia and elsewhere. 

The article by Nobel Prize Winner 
Rigoberta Menchu Tum, "Poverty and 
Democracy Don't Mix," brings out the link 
- p o v e r t y ~ ( ~ ~ o f ) ~ o a a c y  
and peace. 

The third article, "Helping O r d i i  
People Take Chum1 of Their Livg," a bad<- 
ground paper of the recent International 
ConfaenceonHungerandPwaty,~out 
whatmustbeakqrsaneofclurfmignpolicy 
empowemof  tkpoa. 

The next two articles concern our 
~ g r e s s i n p r e v e n t i n g ~ ~ ~ i m p r o v i n g  
the chance of survival of ordinary people. 
"Progress in Hunger and Poverty." also a 
background paper of the Conference on 
Hunger and Poverty, shows that we have 
madep-ogressinreducinghmgqardshows 
wkreprogressstilllleedstobemade. The 
article by Tun Fox points out the dramatic 
gainsthathave~rnadeinlaeepingchikkn 
alive and m educating our next g e m a h  

ThefirstarticlemtheUS.budgetsection, 
"If You Talk the Talk you gotta walk the 
W* by Chuck Woolay, b i b e s  c ~ n m i -  
lions of h e  US., a lea& of the worU to d- 
narypeoplemhewoIldThesecondartkle, 
"Sacred Cows and Sacriticial Lambs," by 
Martin Calhoun, describes how military 
expendihrreh~overthebudgetandpe- 
sumably h e  psyche of h e  US. legislative and 
executive lxmhes. 

Inourckpmem areinformationonlhe 
Uni tedNatbmMW0lldCmfemx.m 
Women held in Beijing, China and the 
Conference on Hunger and Poverty held in 
Bnrssels, two exiimples of lhe pgm that is 
being ma& in empowering people. The 
Beijq Confmm, for example, w a  atfad- 
ed by over 40,000 women, primzdy qm- 
senring groups, not govet~rmm. Why shut 
aownthisitlm&ngpamcipationof~p 
p I e i n ~ ~ t h t a f f e a k n ?  WhyQwe 
~ t h a t a u r p o r e c t i o n k s i n m % t a r y ~  
dim rather than addressing the causes of 
w o r l d d  Itisuptoustoinsistonthe 
irnpaance of drx issues m political debate 
intheU.S. andekwbm.0 


